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Inspired by Nature…

A shared passion for outdoor living is

the greatest influence for our team at

Doctor’s. We combine that passion

with our client’s personal preferences

to create unique landscape experi-

ences. Each one is special, and is a

testimony to the great attributes of

Kansas City or Sunrise Beach living.

...Created by Doctor’s

Let Doctor’s fulfill all of your needs:

Landscape Design & Installation

Lawn and Landscape Management Programs

Full Service Nursery & Garden Center

Sprinkler Installation & Service

Outdoor and Holiday Lighting

Patios & Retaining Walls

Ponds & Water Features

Palm Trees

G U I D E T O
B A G W O R M S



BAGWORMS
The bagworm is native to the United
States and is actively found in the Mid-
west. Bagworms feed on many species
of trees and shrubs. They are rarely a
problem on deciduous trees.

DAMAGE

Bagworms are most common on ever-
green trees and shrubs. Juniper, pine,
spruce, and arborvitae may be killed if
bagworms completely defoliate them.
Less serious attacks will retard growth.
Bagworms will feed on shade and
ornamental trees of any kind, but
damage is not serious.

D O C T O R ’ S — Y O U R F U L L S E R V I C E
L A W N A N D L A N D S C A P E C O N T R A C T O R

DESCRIPTION

Newly hatched larvae are very small and be-

gin to spin bags shortly after hatching. The

first evidence of infestation is small bags

about ¼” long, standing almost on end. As

larvae grow, leaf fragments are added to the

bag which may be 2 inches long at the end of

the summer. The adult female moth is wing-

less and never leaves the bag. Adult males

are small gray moths with clear wings. Bag-

worms over-winter in the egg stage inside fe-

male bags fastened to twigs. Eggs hatch in

late May and early June, and the young begin

to feed immediately. Larvae usually feed on

the plant where the hatching occurs until late

August and early September.

CONTROLLING BAGWORMS
CULTURAL CONTROL

Picking off bags in the winter and spring before
the eggs hatch can control infestations on small
trees and shrubs. Bags should be destroyed by
burning, immersing in kerosene, or by crushing.
If the bags containing larvae are discarded on the
ground, the larvae can return to the host plants.

CHEMICAL CONTROL
Chemicals are very effective if applied early in the
growth stage of bagworms. It is very important to
apply chemical sprays from mid to late June for
the most effective control. Some chemicals avail-
able to use are: Liquid Sevin, Diazinon, and
Malathion.

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
One bacterial agent is available for bagworm
control. The scientific name is Bacillus thur-
ingiensis. It is commonly known as BT. There
are other specific company brands that contain
BT. It is considered a “natural” control method
as opposed to other chemicals and their side ef-
fects.

SUPPLIES NEEDED: LIQUID SEVIN, MALATHION


